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Good morning, my name is Scott Frith and I am Vice President of Citizens for Home Rule.  As many of you already know, CHR is dedicated to the preservation of the legal rights of its members in the matter of unwanted annexation, and provides the legal and financial resources to file suit to block such annexations. 

We believe CHR is the most litigious advocacy organization in the State of Tennessee – perhaps second only to Gordon Bonnyman – and we are the City of Knoxville's most frequent and most successful litigant.

Our board of directors unanimously passed the following resolutions at a specially called Board meeting on Feb. 22:

We Support Senate Bill 25, a bill intended to restore the property owner’s right to trial by jury in annexation lawsuits. S.B. 25 is sponsored by Bill Ketron (R-Murfreesboro) and also supported by Sen. Jamie Hagood. Its House companion is H.B. 804, sponsored by five Knox County legislators: Frank Niceley, Stacey Campfield, Bill Dunn, Harry Brooks and Parkey Strader.  This bill is our organization’s highest priority. 

The CHR Board also passed a resolution to oppose five bills:


SB 764 by Sen. Burchett (HB 2042 by Rep. Armstrong) sets conditions under which a city may annex land outside its urban growth boundary.

SB 765 by Sen. Burchett (HB 1913 by Rep. Tindell) doubles the burden of proof on property owners trying to defeat annexation (changes "or" to "and"). 

SB 1236 by Sen. Burchett (HB 1236 by Rep. Tindell) identical to SB 765. CHR attorney David Buuck said one bill was referred to the Senate Judiciary Committee while the other was referred to the State and Local Government Committee. The double introduction gives sponsors two chances to move the bills onto the floor.

SB 1323 by Sen. Burchett (HB 1912 by Rep. Tindell) toughens the burden of proof for property owners fighting annexation (an owner must prove the annexation is "unreasonable.")

SB 1558 by Sen. Burchett (HB 1914 by Rep. Tindell) makes it easier to annex "bound parcels," property bordered on all sides by the corporate limits of the city. Buuck called this the "Disc Exchange" bill, seeking to overturn a ruling against the city by Chancellor Daryl Fansler – the only annexation case that has gone to trial in several years.

The CHR Board also formally supports four bills which the organization did not originate: 

SB 288 by Raymond Finney (HB 237 by Rep. Campfield) requires notification to property owners before their land can be annexed.

SB 1587 by Mark Norris (HB 408 by Charles Sargent) prevents one city from annexing into another city’s urban growth area.

SB 1583 by Norris (HB 403 by Sargent) requires mayor-to-mayor notification before annexation; the bill also requires the city to provide a real schedule for implementation of a plan of services to annexed areas.

SB 1968 by Norris (HB 2058 by Rep. Jones) requires notification to all emergency service providers prior to annexation.

I sincerely appreciate your time and the opportunity to share our views today at this forum.  If you have any questions regarding CHR’s position on this legislation, feel free to let me know.  My contact information is at the bottom of the sheet I presented you.

Thank you.
